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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-23 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



DETAILED ACTION 

2. Claims 1-23 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 16,18,20,22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 

being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 

matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 16,18,20,22 are indefinite as to when the session management step 
starts. ( "when a management start request is received" or "when a request other than 
a management start request is receive" - this could include a management stop 
request). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1-2, 5-6, 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent Application Publication Number 2003/0130945 
issued to Michael Patrick Force et al ("Force") and US Patent Number 4,627,019 
issued to Fred K. Ng ("Ng"). 
As per independent claim 1 Force teaches: 

a session management unit configured to manage a series of session first processing 
steps and incidental information in a state where a session with a client is maintained 
(see paragraph 1 18,session management engine and client ID equates to incidental 
information); 
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and a transaction management unit configured to manage a series of indivisible 
transaction steps performed by using the function ...( paragraph 102, Transaction 
Processing Server and 120 predetermined transaction functions) , 

wherein the session management unit is configured to start the management of the 
session processing steps when a management start request is received from the client 
(paragraph 1 19-120, Session Manager receives client request to perform operations ) or 
when a request other than the management start request is received (paragraph 122 
requests from unattended interface module ). * 

Force does not explicitly teach performed by using a function that needs exclusive 
access control . Ng teaches a function that needs exclusive access control at column 1, 
lines 28-30 to provide synchronization of current access at column 1 , lines 20-25. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Force with exclusive access control to provide synchronization of current access 
at column 1 , lines 20-25. 

As per independent claim 2 Force teaches: 

a session management unit configured to manage a series of session first processing 
steps and incidental information in a state where a session with a client is maintained 
(see paragraph 1 18,session management engine and client ID equates to incidental 
information); 
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and a transaction management unit configured to manage a series of indivisible 
transaction steps performed by using the function ...( paragraph 102, Transaction 
Processing Server and 120 predetermined transaction functions) , 
wherein the session management unit is configured to start the management of the 
session processing steps when a management start request is received from the client 
(paragraph 1 19-120, Session Manager receives client request to perform operations ) 
and when a request other than the management start request is received (paragraph 
119). 

Force does not explicitly teach performed by using a function that needs exclusive 
access control . Ng teaches a function that needs exclusive access control at column 1 , 
lines 28-30 to provide synchronization of current access at column 1, lines 20-25. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Force with exclusive access control to provide synchronization of current access 
at column 1, lines 20-25. 

As per independent claim 5 Force teaches: 

a session management unit configured to manage a series of session first processing 
steps and incidental information in a state where a session with a client is maintained 
(see paragraph 11 8, session management engine and client ID equates to incidental 
information); 
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and a transaction management unit configured to manage a series of indivisible 
transaction steps performed by using the function ...( paragraph 102, Transaction 
Processing Server and 120 predetermined transaction functions) , 

wherein the transaction management unit is configured to start the management of the 
transaction processing steps when a management start request is received from the 
client or when a request other than the management start request is received ... ( 
paragraph 102, Transaction Processing Server and 120 predetermined transaction 
functions) . 

Force does not explicitly teach performed by using a function that needs exclusive 
access control . Ng teaches a function that needs exclusive access control at column 1, 
lines 28-30 to provide synchronization of current access at column 1 , lines 20-25. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Force with exclusive access control to provide synchronization of current access 
at column 1 , lines 20-25. 

As per independent claim 6 Force teaches: 

a session management unit configured to manage a series of session first processing 
steps and incidental information in a state where a session with a client is maintained 
(see paragraph 1 18,session management engine and client ID equates to incidental 
information); 
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and a transaction management unit configured to manage a series of indivisible 
transaction steps performed by using the function ...( paragraph 102, Transaction 
Processing Server and 120 predetermined transaction functions) , 

wherein the transaction management unit is configured to start the management of the 
transaction processing steps when a management start request is received from the 
client and when a request other than the management start request is received ...( 
paragraph 102, Transaction Processing Server and 120 predetermined transaction 
functions). 

Force does not explicitly teach performed by using a function that needs exclusive 
access control . Ng teaches a function that needs exclusive access control at column 1 , 
lines 28-30 to provide synchronization of current access at column 1 , lines 20-25. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Force with exclusive access control to provide synchronization of current access 
at column 1, lines 20-25. 

As per claim 11 same as claim arguments above and Ng teaches: 

the transaction management unit is configured to receive a lock type ... (columnl, lines 
26-35). 
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As per claim 12 same as claim arguments above and Ng teaches: 

wherein the transaction management unit is configured to receives a lock type... 

(Columnl, lines 26-35). 

As per claim 13 same as claim arguments above and Ng teaches: 

wherein the second management unit determines a classification of a lock request ... 
(Columnl, lines 26-35). 

Claims 3-4, 7-10, 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US 2003/0130945 issued to Michael Patrick Force et al 
("Force") and US Patent Number 4,627,019 issued to Fred K. Ng ("Ng") in view of 
US Patent Application Publication Number 2003/0200212 issued to Donald 
Edward Benson et al ("Benson"). 

As per independent claims 3 Force teaches: 

a session management unit configured to manage a series of session first processing 
steps and incidental information in a state where a session with a client is maintained 
(see paragraph 1 18, session management engine and client ID equates to incidental 
information); 
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and a transaction management unit configured to manage a series of indivisible 
transaction steps performed by using the function ...( paragraph 102, Transaction 
Processing Server and 120 predetermined transaction functions) , 
wherein the session management unit is configured to end the management of the 
session processing steps when a management end request is received from the client 
(paragraph 1 19-120, Session Manager to include end requests ). 

Force does not explicitly teach performed by using a function that needs exclusive 
access control . Ng teaches a function that needs exclusive access control at column 1 , 
lines 28-30 to provide synchronization of current access at column 1, lines 20-25. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Force with exclusive access control to provide synchronization of current access * 
at column 1, lines 20-25. 

Force and Ng do not explicitly teach or when a predetermined time-out period 
expires. Benson does teach this limitation (paragraph 21 , lines 4-5, end transaction call, 
paragraph 36, timestamp and Figure 2, Expire Timestamp). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art the time of the invention to modify Force and Ng with 
when a predetermined time-out period expires to support synchronization/recovery 
(paragraph 36, lines 12-13). 
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As per independent claim 4 Force teaches: 

a session management unit configured to manage a series of session first processing 
steps and incidental information in a state where a session with a client is maintained 
(see paragraph 118,session management engine and client ID equates to incidental 
information); 

and a transaction management unit configured to manage a series of indivisible 
transaction steps performed by using the function ...( paragraph 102, Transaction 
Processing Server and 120 predetermined transaction functions) , 
wherein the session management unit is configured to end the management of the 
session processing steps when a management end request is received from the client 
(paragraph 1 19-120, Session Manager to include end requests ). 

Force does not explicitly teach performed by using a function that needs exclusive 
access control . Ng teaches a function that needs exclusive access control at column 1, 
lines 28-30 to provide synchronization of current access at column 1, lines 20-25. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Force with exclusive access control to provide synchronization of current access 
at column 1 , lines 20-25. 

Force and Ng do not explicitly teach or when a predetermined time-out period 
expires. Benson does teach this limitation (paragraph 21, lines 4-5, end transaction call, 
paragraph 36, timestamp and Figure 2, Expire Timestamp). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art the time of the invention to modify Force and Ng with 
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when a predetermined time-out period expires to support synchronization/recovery 
(paragraph 36, lines 12-13). 

As per independent claim 7 Force teaches: 

a session management unit configured to manage a series of session first processing 
steps and incidental information in a state where a session with a client is maintained 
(see paragraph 1 18,session management engine and client ID equates to incidental 
information); 

and a transaction management unit configured to manage a series of indivisible 
transaction steps performed by using the function ...( paragraph 102, Transaction 
Processing Server and 120 predetermined transaction functions) , 
wherein the transaction management unit is configured to end the management of the 
transaction processing steps when a management end request is received from the 
client ( paragraph 102, Transaction Processing Server and 120 predetermined 
transaction functions) .paragraph 119-120, Session Manager to include end requests ). 

Force does not explicitly teach performed by using a function that needs exclusive 
access control . Ng teaches a function that needs exclusive access control at column 1, 
lines 28-30 to provide synchronization of current access at column 1, lines 20-25. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Force with exclusive access control to provide synchronization of current access 
at column 1, lines 20-25. 
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Force and Ng do not explicitly teach or when a predetermined time-out period 
expires. Benson does teach this limitation (paragraph 21, lines 4-5, end transaction call, 
paragraph 36, timestamp and Figure 2, ExpireTimestamp). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Force and Ng with 
when a predetermined time-out period expires to support synchronization/recovery 
(paragraph 36, lines 12-13). 

As per independent claim 8 Force teaches: 

a session management unit configured to manage a series of session first processing 
steps and incidental information in a state where a session with a client is maintained 
(see paragraph 118, session management engine and client ID equates to incidental 
information); 

and a transaction management unit configured to manage a series of indivisible 
transaction steps performed by using the function ...( paragraph 102, Transaction 
Processing Server and 120 predetermined transaction functions) , 

wherein the transaction management unit is configured to end the management of the 
transaction processing steps when a management end request is received from the 
client ( paragraph 102, Transaction Processing Server and 120 predetermined 
transaction functions) .paragraph 119-120, Session Manager to include end requests ). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/761 ,206 Page 1 3 

Art Unit: 2167 

Force does not explicitly teach performed by using a function that needs exclusive 
access control . Ng teaches a function that needs exclusive access control at column 1, 
lines 28-30 to provide synchronization of current access at column 1, lines 20-25. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Force with exclusive access control to provide synchronization of current access 
at column 1, lines 20-25. 

Force and Ng do not explicitly teach or when a predetermined time-out period 
expires. Benson does teach this limitation (paragraph 21, lines 4-5, end transaction call, 
paragraph 36, timestamp and Figure 2, ExpireTimestamp). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Force and Ng with 
when a predetermined time-out period expires to support synchronization/recovery 
(paragraph 36, lines 12-13). 

As per claim 9, same as claim arguments above and Force and Ng do not explicitly 

teach wherein the transaction management unit is configured to transmit, before the 

management of the transaction processing steps has begun, , a lock request ... Benson 

does teach this limitation at (paragraph 93) to support synchronization/recovery. It 

would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to \ 

modify Force and Ng with wherein the transaction management unit is configured to 

transmit, before the management of the transaction processing steps has begun, , a 

lock request ... to support synchronization/recovery paragraph 36, lines 12-13). 
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As per claim 10 same as claim arguments above and Benson teaches: 

wherein the transaction management unit is configured to transmits, after the 
management of the transaction processing steps has ended , an unlock request to the 
module so that inhibition of using the function by other clients than said client is 
canceled (paragraph 93). 

As per claim 14 same as claim arguments above and Force and Ng do not explicitly 
teach the transaction management unit is configured to transmit, before the 
management of the transaction processing steps is started , a lock request ... 
(paragraph 93). Benson does teach this limitation at (paragraph 93) to support 
synchronization/recovery. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to modify Force and Ng with the transaction management 
unit is configured to transmit, before the management of the transaction processing 
steps is started , a lock request ... to support synchronization/recovery paragraph 36, 
lines 12-13). 

As per claim 15 same as claim arguments above and Benson teaches: 

wherein the transaction management unit is configured to transmit, after the 
management of the transaction processing steps has ended, an unlock request ... 
(paragraph 93). 



5. 



Claims 16-23 are rejected based on the same rationale as claims 1-8 above. 



Application/Control Number: 10/761,206 
Art Unit: 2167 



Page 15 



Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan Rayyan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1675. The examiner can normally be reached M-F: 8am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571) 272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Susan Rayyan 



February 5, 2007 



